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Cover image

The economic paths we choose today will determine future greenhouse-gas emissions. But 
there is a confusing array of information to make sense of, depicted by the constellation of 
symbols around the face. On the other hand, the complexity boils down to just two scenarios, 
depicted by the two globes: continue with business as usual or change.  
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IGBP focuses the international research community on the planet’s key 
biogeochemical processes  –  the carbon, oxygen, nitrogen, water, phosphorus, 
and sulphur cycles. Our work includes understanding and predicting how these 
cycles are changing and the impact of human activities on them.

IGBP is an ICSU global-
environmental-change programme.

Join the  
IGBP network
www.igbp.net
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