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Maintaining the long-term environmental stability of the Holocene, some
experts suggest, will require respecting nine interlinked planetary boundaries
that define a "safe operating space” for humanity. As the dials on the image
depict, we have already overstepped three of the boundaries.
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Welcome to Global Change, the new magazine from the International
Geosphere-Biosphere Programme. Global Change is based on our
old newsletter, which has had a long and successful history. With the
new magazine, we want to broaden our appeal and reach a wider
audience. It will be distributed to researchers, policymakers, funders,
journalists, pressure groups and others.

This first issue is timed to coincide with the Copenhagen climate
talks: many of the articles focus on recent carbon-cycle research. Of
course, IGBP research goes much wider than climate change, and this
will be reported in coming issues. We sincerely hope that you enjoy
our magazine, and we look forward to your feedback.

Owen Gaffney
Director of Communications
owen.gaffney@igbp.kva.se
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\’(; ~ I C S U IGBP focuses the international research community on the planet’s key
\ )t A biogeochemical processes — the carbon, oxygen, nitrogen, water, phosphorus,
IGBP is an ICSU global and sulphur cycles. Our work includes understanding and predicting how these

environmental-change programme. cycles are changing and the impact of human activities on them.



